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Radish
Hybrids/Varieties: - Minu Early, Pusa Chetki, Snow White, Super Star

Climate: Ideal temperature for growth and development of quality roots in radish is 10-15.5 °C. Though it can
tolerate high temperature, roots develop pungency under hot weather. Hence, it should be harvested when roots
are small and tender during hot periods.

Soil: Being a root crop, radish requires loose and friable soil, rich in organic matter.

Land preparation

Land is ploughed to a fine tilth and ridges of 25 cm height and furrows are prepared at 30-45 cm distance. Seeds
are sown continuously in ridges. Spacing depends on type of varieties. Indian tropical cultivars take longer time
and grow larger.

Sowing time: In plains of North India, radish can be grown throughout the year. Since temperate radish tolerates
frost, it is successfully grown between September and January in plains. Tropical types are sown from middle of
September onwards. If sowing is done later than November, it bolts earlier.

Spacing: Distance between two rows is kept at 45 cm and seeds are sown continuously on ridges. Later they are
thinned to keep adistance of 6-8 cm in a row. European types will be ready in 25-30 days and are sown at a
closer spacing of 5-10 cm x 3 cm.

Seed rate: varies from 10.0 kg for large varieties to 12.0 kg for temperate European types. For round cultivars,
sow seeds on soil surface and put a layer of soil above it.

Seeds of large cultivars are sown 1.5-3.0 cm deep. Usually seeds are sown in phased manner to get continuous
supply of roots.

Sl. | Disease/Pest Control Amount per litre of water
1 | Alternaria blight | Bavistin 01 gram per litre
2 | White rust Dithane M 45 2.5 gram per litre
3 | Aphids Confidor Super | 06 ml per 15 litre

Irrigation: Radish requires plenty of water from sowing to harvest. For rapid germination and subsequent
production of roots, soil should be moist and loose. So irrigate immediately after sowing. If irrigation is restricted,
roots will be tougher and pungent, making it unfit for marketing.

Inter-culture: In radish, the epicotyl’s grows up and develops into root tubers. As it grows in size, there is a
tendency to bulge out. These roots are to be covered by way of one earthing up, which will take care of weeds also.

Harvesting: Depending up on the cultivar, roots will be ready for harvest in 25-55 days after sowing.If harvesting
is delayed, roots will become bitter and pithy. Harvesting is done manually. A light irrigation is given before
pulling out roots. After harvesting, roots are washed, made into bundles and marketed along with a few leaves.

Note:- All the above information is based on the experiment conducted at our research center. The above
information may vary due to different climate, soil type and seasons at different places.
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